1AM, I AM, 1 AM

o more trying; there would be no more babies in our

finished, that chapter of my life.

d I needed to come to terms

expulsion, after'the IVF, then nothing. /It seemed to be

on hold or waiting for something. Teh weeks since the

IVF ended, then eleven, then twelve/ and still no period.
So I'went back to the

and saw the doctor, yet

ic, which Fof course now loathed,

d he sent me for a scan

~ ‘to see what's happening’:- ajid as they rolled the scanner

over my belly, there it was alert, active form, limbs
waving frantically, as if ract attention, a heart that
was pulsing and pulsing, turning from light to dark and

on, despite mo signs of pregnancy, despite the heavy
bleeding, despite the loss of its twin, despite
blood teét, despite all evidence that the embryos
departed, drifted loose?

negative
d left,

Txcerst bFom | am Lan, lana
: m DAUGHTER rO gsuw,m\

—of gestation-under-her-belt-and-waving-at-us-for-all-she-
—wasg-worth— !
STACT BECE TS
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My daughter was born six months later, in early spring.

She was small, wide-eyed, otter-soft, with a nap of white-
blonde hair covering her head. When anyone took her
from me, she wailed as if her heart might break. The first
night she spent curled on my shoulder, very quiet and
- still. Every time I looked down at her, her eyes were half
open, looking back at me, as if checking I was still there,
that I hadn’'t gone anywhere. _
In any fairy-tale, getting what you wish for comes at
a cost. There is always a codicil, an addendum to the
granting of a wish. There is always a price to pay. How
was I to know, as 1 held her that night, as I stared at
the ultrasound screen, as I burst out of the clinic,
fumbling with my phone, trying to press the right
buttons so I could call my husband, the boy from the
courtyard, and say, youw'll never guess what I've just
seen? 3
How I've longed that it could have been me, the wisher,
who had to pay the magics price, to bear the brunt. I
would give anything to take the curse from her, to transfer
it to my own shoulders. But, as it is, I must stand by
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